Philip Collins was appointed Chairman of the Office of Fair Trading on 1 October 2005.   In his professional career as a lawyer his practice increasingly focused on competition and European law and he established this as a specialist practice area at Lovell, White & King in London on becoming a Partner in 1978.

He spent the next fifteen years based in London advising clients worldwide on UK and European competition issues as well as European law.  From 1993, he was based in Brussels where he developed a broad practice in advisory, contentious and transactional competition work. On leaving Lovells he became Senior Counsel at Wilmer Cutler Pickering Hale & Dorr LLP in Brussels.  Over the past four years as Chairman of the OFT, he has focused on the development of the Board and senior management structure of the organisation and on a significant number of strategic and policy issues which affect the work of the Office.

