Monday, 26 April 2010

Istanbul
Distinguished Guests,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is a great pleasure to welcome you all to Istanbul to the 5th IDRC Forum on Competition and Development. I am impressed to see how the IDRC Competition and Development Forums became an important part of the ICN Annual Conferences over the years.

Forum’s subject this year “bringing consumers back to competition law” is very important.
Showing the impacts of competition laws on consumers in today’s world is more important than ever before. This awareness is also a demonstration to the effectiveness of competition agencies in the eyes of the general public. Nevertheless, while doing this, we, the competition experts are in need of emphasizing the complementaries and differences between a competition policy and a consumer policy. Turkey is a country where these two engaged policies exist under the roof of two separate bodies. The Turkish Competition Authority is responsible for the enforcement of the competition law and policy, whereas the consumer protection is being implemented by the Ministry of Industry and Trade.
This set up, as widely known, differs from one country to another. We also observe a number of hybrid agencies which are coordinating these separate but engaged policies. But these policies can grow only if these two can work effectively together, in harmony, through well established communication tools. 
I believe this Forum’s agenda would have important implications for the prospects for development, particularly in and for developing countries. IDRC provides us with a forum at which we can review in detail the existing instruments which govern competition and consumer policies. It will provide us with an opportunity to debate the issues which are of direct concern to our economies at every stage of development, and it fosters the exchange of views and experiences among our agencies. 
I wish you fruitful discussions.  
Thank you very much.

