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Most Valuable Members of the ICN Family,

Our three-day conference marathon is drawing to a close today. Together, we had a very busy schedule for these three days. We got tired during this time. But we also enjoyed our work just as much. 
 

My primary cause of happiness concerning the conference is the fact that it is completed as planned, without any problems. 
During the conference, within the framework of the strategy set by the ICN Steering Group, first the planning of the works to be done in the future, prepared by the relevant Working Groups, and the long-term work strategies were discussed in detail. 
At this point, the ICN members have also tried to answer the question of “What kind of an ICN in the future”. Beyond doubt, this question will continue to occupy the ICN agenda going forward. This is because what is important is not only an efficient and useful ICN in the short-term, but also to ensure that the ICN has a sustainable organizational structure and flexibility in the long-term. 
During the three-day program, future work plan and long-term strategy of the ICN as well as the work of the relevant Working Groups were examined, both in the plenary sessions and in the breakout sessions which allow participants more interaction. During these sessions, different perspectives have been shared, such as those of the academic world and consultancy firms in addition to competition authorities, which has enriched the discussions. In fact, this richness is one of the strongest aspects of the ICN.
Under different Working Groups, a large portfolio of subjects was examined and discussed.  I will not go into details of these subjects.

Additionally, we have discussed the interface between competition policy and other public policies within the framework of special project conducted by the Turkish Competition Authority. However your contributions have a significant role in the success of this project.

I hope that these studies and discussions conducted have been useful for all participants. 

Throughout this Conference, another point that is at least as important as the above-mentioned studies is the formal and informal meetings held between authority representatives, academicians, consultants and international agency representatives. These meetings allow parties with differing or overlapping views to exchange opinions and create grounds for consensus on common subjects. Moreover, it allows for communication in parallel with the ICN’s non-bureaucratic characteristics. This should also be considered as an important richness of the ICN. 
Distinguished Friends,

Different from the many other existing international organizations, the ICN has an understanding that harbors all competition authorities at different levels of development. At this point, with the works carried out by it before and during this conference, the ICN also offers an opportunity of convergence and reconciliation on a common ground among these different authorities. A bit by the facility provided by being far from formality, agencies share their opinions, benefit from each other’s experiences, serve in the ICN projects jointly in a sincere environment and but within the borders of diplomatic courtesy. These works are educative and didactic in terms of all segments. 

In the works carried out by it, the ICN also contributes to the development of a competition law and policy understanding at a global level. I would like to express that this would be a more important contribution in the future particularly under the conditions in which our world becomes global.

Distinguished members of the ICN Family,

Before finishing my remarks, I think that we should also not forget those who enabled us to convene in this conference and who contributed. At this point;

I would like to thank to all of you for your participation,
· I would like to thank to Mr. John Fingleton primarily and to all members of the Steering Group,

· I would like to thank to the members of the ICN Annual Conference Planning Committee,

· I would like to thank to the Secretariat and the Canadian Competition Bureau that assumed this task,

· I would like to thank to the members of the Turkish Competition Authority who conducted the conference preparations for 2 years,

· I would like to thank to those who served as the session chairman, panelist, resource person during the conference,

· I would like to thank to the company Organizer and Swissotel management that assumed the organization of the conference,
Furthermore, I owe thanks to
· the Union of Chambers and Commodity Exchanges of Turkey

· İstanbul 2010 Capital of Culture Agency that provided sponsorship to the social events carried out during this Conference.

I extend my thanks to all competition authorities that hosted the past ICN meetings, from whose experience we benefitted, the Swiss Competition Authority being in the lead. I wish success to the Dutch Competition Authority Nma, which will host the 10th annual meeting of the ICN next year.

I also wish every success to all participants.

I extend my wish that we would meet you again both in the other places of the world and in Turkey and wish that you would return your home safely without being subject to a new volcanic ash crisis.

See you and thanks to you all.
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